
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



BOOK REVIEWS. 317 

by the familiar analogy of our insensibility to the toothache when the attention is 
elsewhere strongly engaged. This is favored by the generally diminished sensibil- 
ity of the hypnotic subject. Post-hypnotic suggestions are associations depending 
on partial memories, such as we have in the normal state when we merely recall an 
image or an object without time-and-circumstance localisation. The subject who is 
to execute a post-hypnotic suggestion at 7 o'clock is reminded by the striking of the 
clock of an image of a thing to be done which the original command of the operator 
associated with the stroke of seven. All else is forgotten. When the time limit is 
not thus definitely marked, the process must be analogous to that whereby some 
persons are able to waken at a predetermined hour in the morning. A latent asso- 
ciation is aroused into full activity by naturally recurring conditions of internal 
physiological processes or external surroundings. Courtesy or prudence are perhaps 
all that prevent the best explanation of certain extreme cases being the old one : 
" the boy lied." Wundt rejects the claim that suggestion is the experimental method 
in psychology par excellence, for the very sufficient reason that the phenomena ex- 
perimented with are only very partially in the control of the operator and are 
furthermore mainly pathological. He is far from disputing the practical efficacy of 
hypnotic therapeutics in functional disorders, but he regards the hypnotic sleep as 
a dangerous remedy, the employment of which should be limited to trained practi- 
tioners. The subjection of the hypnotic subject to the will of the hypnotiser is a 
priori an immoral relation to obtain between man and man unless justified by supe- 
rior medical necessities, but, quite apart from a priori ethics, indiscriminate hyp- 
notisation is to be discouraged as a direct cause of nervous degeneration. The book 
closes as it began with a dignified but severe reprobation of those thinkers who in 
the interests of occultism magnify the psychological significance of hypnotism and 
disseminate superstition in the name of science. Paul Shorey. 

Der Hypnotismus in gemeinfasslicher Darstellung. By Dr. Hans Schmidkuns. 
Stuttgart : A. Zimmer (E. Mohrmann). 1892. 

This book (266 pp.) is a popular compendium of hypnotism. The author, be- 
ginning (I) with the hypnosis of common life, goes over the whole field as follows : 
(II) the phenomena of hypnosis, (III) its application, (IV) the "beyond" of hypno- 
tism, (V) the conceptions of hypnotism, and (VI) its dangers. The seventh and last 
chapter is a short history of the subject. 

Dr. Schmidkunz, Docent of philosophy at the University of Munich, is one of 
the few who believe that there is a " beyond" in hypnotism. He says on p. 65 : 
' 'A hypnotised person was led through a room while sleeping. The experimenter 
made a few passes over his head and then violently whirled his arm around in a 
vertical direction before his subject. When the subject approached the marked 
place, he recoiled from it crying with pain." Our author asks, " what is this mag- 
netic wall to be regarded as ? As a charm, as an obstacle of occult power, from 
which the body recoils as from a wall of stone ? If not, was it the subject's soul that 
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recoiled ? Was it the hypnotised person's belief which created the wall ? " etc. The 
two interpretations, the one attributing the effect to a magnetic power, the other to 
suggestion are typical. The former is bolder : he goes " beyond" hypnotism. 

Our author is one of those who go beyond hypnotism, and is not satisfied with 
the theory that suggestion explains all. We may add that he regards telepathy as 
a sufficiently established fact. Telepathy finds little support among scientists in 
Germany, and Dr. Schmidkunz complains, in a circular letter to " Professor Wundt's 
and other Savants' Critical Saltomortales " of the cool and depreciative treatment 
which his book Psychologie der Suggestion received at the hands of men of science. 

L'Hypnotisme devant les Chambres legislatives Belges. Par J. Delbozuf. 
Paris : Felix Alcan. Pp. 80. 

In a recent number of The Monist Prof. J. Delboeuf gave the reasons which 
have induced him to come to the conclusion that " persons in an hypnotic condi- 
tion preserve at least a sufficient portion of their intelligence, their reason, together 
with freedom of action, to prevent them from committing deeds that neither their 
conscience nor their habits approve of." This opinion is entertained by many other 
hypnotists, but the more general opinion is that ' ' suggestion " may be made use of 
for criminal purposes. Such is the case especially in France and in Belgium ; and 
acting on that supposition the medical faculty of the latter country promoted in the 
legislative Chamber a law interdicting public hypnotic seances, and reserving the 
practice of hypnotism as a therapeutic measure exclusively to medical men, as well 
as the treatment of insane persons and those under twenty-one years of age. Pro- 
fessor Delboeuf, who is not a medical man, naturally objects when those who but a 
few years ago would have classed him and his fellow hypnotists as charlatans, seek 
without reason to reserve for themselves the promising field of labor opened up by 
the researches of others. He maintains that men are born hypnotisers as they are 
born artists, and therefore to exclude all but medical men from the application of 
the hypnotic power will often prevent its use for curative purposes. Moreover it is 
a serious question for those who possess this natural gift. They might perform the 
most praiseworthy actions and yet be subjected to a legal penalty. Professor Del- 
boeuf states that by hypnotism he cured a youth eighteen years of age of a mania for 
stealing (la manle du vol) , and thus saved him from unmerited dishonor. On an- 
other occasion he had charge of a young wife who was possessed with the idea of 
murdering her children, and after all other means had failed he was able to remove 
the idea by suggestion extending over a period of eight days. He properly asks 
whether the performance of such actions ought to be treated as criminal. 

The real question to be considered, however, is whether the practice of hypno- 
tism is likely to be made use of for criminal purposes if it is permitted to every one. 
We much doubt whether any actual case of such an abuse has been legally estab- 
lished, or whether suggestion could lead to the perpetration of a criminal act unless 



